
 

 

the edge 
The First Church in Windsor 
United Church of ChristðGathered 1630 

An open and affirming community  
for all Godôs people 

 

Our mission is to worship God, love our neighbor,  
and follow Jesus as together we journey in faith. 

From the Minister ï SEPTEMBER  

  ñCaring is the greatest thingðcaring matters most.ò 
                                                            Baron Von Hugel 

       
 
Von Hugel was right.  Caring is the thing that matters most.  For the past twelve 
years Sue Williams has served as the coordinator of Parish Caring Ministry.  As 
most of you know Sue resigned her position effective June 30, but due to the 
summer recess we havenôt had the opportunity to honor her for her outstanding 
contribution to the life of our congregation.  Accordingly, I want to encourage        

everyone to be present on Parish Caring Sunday, September 19, when we will celebrate Parish          
Caring Ministry and honor Sueôs important contribution to the success of this very important ministry.  
After all, it seems only fitting that we should show how much we care about this faithful member of 
our church staff who spent so many years caring about us! 
 
 The month ahead is full of many other opportunities and celebrations as well.  Please note that 
ñRally Dayò will be held on Sunday, September 12, and that ñTeaching Parish Sundayò will be held on 
Sunday, September 26.  Our new seminarian this fall will be Gary Grimes, an Andover Newton           
Student from Ludlow, Massachusetts. 
 
 Getting back to the subject of caring, I hope everyone will care enough about the ministry of 
this church to invite someone you know to try worshipping with us this fall.  We also need to care 
about the strangers in our midst since September is often the time when newcomers think about look-
ing for a church home.  Letôs keep an eye out for any visitors over the course of the next few weeks 
and please be sure to greet them warmly. 
 
 I hope everyone has had an enjoyable and relaxing summer, and I look forward to seeing you 
on ñRally Dayò as well as on ñParish Caring Sundayò the following week. 
 
Grace & Peace, RHH 
 
 
P.S. We return to our regular 8 & 10 a.m. worship hours on ñRally Dayò (September 12)    

 



 

 

September  
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

Sundays at 8 a.m. Holy      
Communion & 9:30 a.m.  
Family Worship  
            September 5  
 Rick Huleatt 
  

September 12  
 Rick Huleatt 
  

 September 19  
Rick Huleatt 
 

September 26  
Char Corbett 

*****************************

Worship 

September  
LECTIONARY LESSONS  

 

Sept. 5 (23rd Sunday after 
Pentecost) 
Jeremiah 18:1-11 
Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
Philemon 1-21 
Luke 14:25-31 

 
Sept. 12 (24th Sunday after 
Pentecost) 
Jeremiah 4:11-12, 22-28 
Psalm 14 
I Timothy 1:12-17 
Luke 15:1-10 

 
Sept. 19 (25th Sunday after 
Pentecost) 
Jeremiah 8:18-9:1 
Psalm 79:1-9 
I Timothy 2:1-7 
Luke 16:1-13  

 
Sept. 26 (26th Sunday after 
Pentecost) 
Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15 
Psalm 146 
I Timothy 6:6-19 
Luke 16:19-31 
 
 

 

Save the Date & Get on Board.  
 

October 16  is the date to get on board the  
        First Church Stewardship Train! 

 
        Hereôs the trainôs schedule: 

 
5:30 ï 6:30 ï Wine & Cheese at the Freight House 

(The Art Center located on Mechanic St.) 
 

6:30 ï 8:00 ï Small gatherings at host homes for 
soup, salad, bread and discussion 

 

8:00 ï 9:30 ï Gather at Nelson Hall for coffee, dessert and summary 
of discussions 

 

Child care will be provided in Nelson Hall for the evening. 
 

During the coming weeks you be hearing a lot more about getting on 
board the Stewardship Train 

 

 
 
 

First Church Windsor is holding a  

Used Book Sale Fundraiser 
Saturday, November 6, 2010  

9 AM ï 3 PM 
Nelson Hall, Parish Center  

107 Palisado Avenue, Windsor  
 

Recycle reading!  Donations of books may be dropped off in Nelson 
Hall on Saturday, October 30, 2010, from 10 AM until 1 PM.   New or 
used books are welcome, including childrenôs books; no old textbooks 
or magazines, please. 
 
With your help, we can make this a successful fundraiser for First 
Church: 

o volunteer to help organize the sale  

o donate books  you no longer want (please do not donate any 
books that you would like returned to you; we will dispose of unsold 
books) 

o donate grocery bags or shopping bags  to be given away to book 
buying customers the day of the sale 

o help receive and sort donated books  on Saturday, October 30, 
any time between 9:30 and 2:30 

o be a cashier the day of the sale, Saturday, November 6 

o buy books the day of the sale 

o help put away unsold books  after the sale 
 
For more information or to offer your help, please contact Betsy           
Kenneson by email betsy.kenneson@gmail.com or by home phone, 
860.688.8070. 
 

mailto:betsy.kenneson@gmail.com


 

 

INVITATION TO CHARôS ORDINATION 
You are cordially invited 

To the ordination service of 
Charlene ñCharò Curtiss Corbett 
On Sunday, September 26, 2010 

At 4:00 PM 
At South Congregational-First Baptist Church 

90 Main Street, New Britain, CT 06051 
Reception of celebration will immediate follow the 

service in the Assyrian Parlor 
 

Silver Lake Scholarships are a Big Hit  
Dear First Church, 
Thank you for giving me the scholarship for Silver 
Lake. I made a lot of new friendsðHudson Berry  
 
Dear First Church, 
Thank you for the scholarship for Silver Lake. I 
had a great time and was in the volleyball confer-
ence. It was a blast. The people there were so 
nice and I hope I can go next yearðCady Berry 
 
Dear First Church, 
Thank you for your gift that helped me to go Silver 
Lake this summer. I really enjoyed swimming in 
the lake and singing camp songs with my friends. 
Iôm looking forward to going back next yearð
Emily Bernstein. 
 
Dear First Church, 
Thank you for the scholarship to Silver Lake. I 
look forward to camp every year and this year 
definitely lived up to my expectations. I went to 
Godôs Girls conference and after just a week be-
came very close to 46 girls and counselors. I 
really enjoyed open mike night, and swimming 
with my new friends. I really had a wonderful time. 
Rebecca Nelson 
 

 
Baptisms and Proud Parent Announcements  

Bill Mansfield , son of Jim and Barbara Mansfield, 
has completed a cardiology fellowship at Maine 
Medical Center and will be on the staff of the Albu-
querque Heart Hospital at their Santa Fe facility. 
 
Riley Cole , son of Peg and Randy Cole, was bap-
tized on August 8. He was born on Sept. 13, 2003. 
 
Emily Vazquez , daughter of Emily (Sava) and 
Andres Vazquez, was baptized on August 13. She 
was born on August 10, 2006. 

To My First Church Family, 
A BIG thank you for keeping Mike and me in your 
thoughts and prayers. We so appreciate the flow-
ers, cards, phone calls and visits. We were espe-
cially touched when Mark and Victor delivered a 
plant and card that so many of you signed. I con-
tinue to do better than expectedðyour prayers are 
working. 
God Bless,                                         Pam Sweeny 
 
Dear Friends at First Church, 
Thank you so much for the lovely flowers. They 
have lasted so well and are a joy to have. The 
blue hydrangeas are gorgeous and I never knew 
that hydrangeas also come in red.  So handsome!  
Thank you for remembering me. 
Sincerely,                                            Virginia Pratt 
 
Thank you to Colleen Olson for bringing the   
beautiful flowers from church. I miss the Sunday 
services but disabilities make it impossible to         
attend. My thoughts are always with you. 
Sincerely,                                     Margaret Loucks 
 
Dear Friends at First Church, 
Thank you so much for the lovely flowers you sent 
to Charlie while he was at St. Maryôs. Your love 
and prayers have been overwhelming and appre-
ciated by the Campbell family. 
Blessings to all,                              Pennie Campell 
 
Dear Friends, 
I feel very blessed for all the support, prayers, 
thoughts, and words of kindness during these last 
days of my dadôs life. I also love the prayer shawl I 
received. He loved the people of this church and I 
am so happy this was his church home in these 
last few years.  
With gratitude and love,                   Penny Richard 
 
Dear First Church Friends, 
Many thanks for your prayers, flowers, cards,     
food and kind words during my hospital stay and 
recovery. My husband, Ron, and I are most appre-
ciative. 
Sincerely,                                      Heather Renaud 



 

 

 
 

Parish Caring Ministries  

Our annual Parish Caring Sunday is coming up on September 19
th
.  It will be a very            

special day this year as the congregation will be honoring and thanking Sue Williams who 
retired in June after 12 years of service as Parish Caring Coordinator .  This is a day also 
when we recognize and thank the many volunteers who have offered their time and           
services over the past year.  First Church is truly blessed to have so many people            
involved in our Parish Caring Ministry ï an effort that started out as a small venture         

conceived by Sue Williams and Rick that has grown into one of many people bearing one anotherôs 
burdens. 
 
At the reception in Nelson Hall there will be a table where members and friends can sign up to           
assist in our churchôs parish caring efforts.  There are many ways to volunteer. .We need care note 
writers, flower committee members, meals and transportation people, parish visitors, Friendship 
Pad follow-up, Prayer Team members, Knitting Ministry, and bakers and people to help out at              
funeral receptions.  We hope you will prayerfully consider how you might help out in this effort. 
 
And finally we are looking for a coordinator of the Parish Visitors Ministry whose major responsibility 
is pairing visitors with members of the congregation who would like a visitor.  We would like to thank 
Dorothy Merz for coordinating the Parish Visitors Ministry for the last 10 years.  Dorothy has given 
up that role to take on a new role - that of keeping in touch by phone with the elders in our church 
community who are living alone at home and offering fellowship and ensuring their needs are being 
met. 

 

Care Notes ï Joyce Ward 
Meals & Transportation ï Jean Graham 
Prayers ï Kathy Pierson Hardman 
Flowers ï Marilyn Boehm 
Friendship Pad Callerï Elaine Richards 

Invitation for 2010 -2011 Confirmation Class  
ñSEEKING DISCIPLESò 

All youth who are entering 9
th
 grade or older who have not yet been ñconfirmedò are invited to be 

ñseeking disciplesò at First Church in Windsor for the coming year.  This is a wonderful and interac-
tive opportunity for you to explore your personal faith, the faith and community of the UCC church 
and what it means to be a Christian in the world today.  The ñconfirmation classò will be held most 
Sundays (time to be determined by participating families) beginning with a family orientation on 
Sunday morning, September 19 at 8:45AM. Conversation, worship, field trips, retreats, food, games 
and fellowship are all part of this faith exploration experience.  If you are interested in being a 
ñseeking discipleò or have questions, please contact the church office and speak with Rick Huleatt, 
our Senior Pastor or Char Corbett, Associate Pastor. 

Water Stations For Fourth Annual Union Street Tavern Trot  
The middle and high school youth are invited to join other local church youth groups to  host water 
stations in the center of town for the Fourth Annual Union Street Tavern Trot on Sunday, Septem-
ber 19 at around 11:30AM.  The proceeds from this road race will benefit Alexôs Lemonade Founda-
tion, a national charitable foundation for childhood cancer research, which started in our very own 
community.  For more information or to sign up for a shift, see the information display in Nelson Hall 
or speak with Cindy Taplin. 



 

 

Lofty Notes  
 
Dear First Church Family, 
 The time has come, once again, to decide .  If I may borrow from (and mangle) 
a well-known hymn text: 
 

 Oft to each and evôry person 
 Comes the moment to decide , 
 Whether they will share their talents, 
 Or to ñsit outò on the side.   

 

 I am grateful to report that we have people in this church family with varying levels of talent and 
ability who have one thing in common:  they have decided  to share a portion of their time and talent 
with Godôs people in a unique and meaningful way.  And they carry out that commitment, to the best of 
their ability, throughout the ten months of the ñchoir seasonò.  Because of this, the Music Ministry at 
First Church has touched many hearts, challenged many lives, and uplifted many souls.  And, in turn, 
those who decided  to participate have been blessed in many ways, even as they were being a bless-
ing to others.  Thatôs a beautiful thing. 
 We will be hosting an Open Rehearsal with Reception to kick off the ñchoir yearò on Thursday eve-
ning, September 9, at 7:30 PM, in the Music Room (at the west end of the meetinghouse). 
 If youôve been thinking and praying about involvement in Music Ministry, I strongly encourage you 
to decide  to attend this special evening. Sing some songs, ring some bells, and visit with some folks 
who know the score...so to speak.  The greatness, love, mercy and grace of God are worth singing 
and ringing about.  Decide  to take part in this dynamic and life-changing ministry.  I canôt wait to see 
you! 
 Peace, 
 Mark.  
 

 

First Church Womenôs Club Announces 2010/2011 Programs 
The Womenôs Club meets the second Tuesday of each month, September through May.  The Execu-
tive Board meets at 11:00 a.m. in the Morrell Room. Lunch begins at noonðbring your own sandwich 
and $2.00 to cover the cost of refreshments and programming.  The programs begin at 1:00 p.m..  All 
are welcome and encouraged to bring a friend.  
 

September 14: Susan Tait Porcaro presents "Artistry in  Motion" 
 

October 12: Jeannine Gilman and Marlene Wilhelm from 
Trinity Methodist Church, 
"Mission to Costa Rica" 
 

November 9: Ruth Budlong, 
"Your Town at Work" 
 

December 14: Elisa Edson, PhD. presents "Unsung Heroesðthe Assistance Dogs" 
 

January 11:  Windsor Jesters 
 

February 8: Kristen Formanek, 
Windsor Social Services Dir. 
 

March 8: Mark Watkins, Music Director, presents ñLions and Lambsò 
 

April 12: Celebration! Womenôs Club is100 years old!  



 

 

Church School Needs Volunteers  
Yes, You Can (Teach Sunday School) ï I did.  

 This year, like last, the FCW church School needs volunteers to pitch in and teach a handful of les-
sons during the course of the school year.  I dipped my toe in the water last year and loved the experi-
ence. I admit to a bit of trepidation.  How could I hold a candle to the likes of Edie OôDonnell (a Church 
School Jedi-Master in my opinion)?  I havenôt been in a formal religious lesson in decades (confirmation 
class at St. Gabriel to be exact).  I donôt know enough about the bible.  Can I teach religious lessons to 
young kids?  (This wonôt be like my day job ï teaching physics to teenagers!)  Will I have to prepare          
lessons from scratch every week? (This might be just like my day job!)  
 These, or something like them, are probably on your list of reservations about teaching Church 
School.  Here is what teaching as a rotating teacher was like and why none of my concerns came to 
pass.  
¶ Excellent lessons are prepared for you.  You need to ótune upô on the scripture lessons and think 

about how you might weave a bit of your own life experience into the lesson but all the really hard 
preparation is done for you. 

¶ You will teach the same lesson three weeks in a row.   For a new teacher, there is nothing better 
than getting a ódo-overô to hone your skills and develop some confidence.   The rotation system lets 
you do just that.  You will teach the same lesson to different age groups three weeks in a row.  Even 
if you think you flopped on week 1, youôll fee like a pro on week 3. 

¶ The lessons are based on activities.  You wonôt be standing in front of a blackboard sounding like 
Charlie Brownôs teacher from Peanuts.  The basis for the lessons are activities that might include 
science, nature, cooking, art, computers and games.   Iôm a science teacher who is a lousy cook so I 
ended up with a lesson based on cooking. (Helga has a sense of humor!)   But the kids and I had a 
blast and no one died when we served the result at coffee-hour.  

¶ You already know how to do this.  Weôre talking here about teaching Morality and Manners 101.  If 
youôve raised kids youôve done this before.  If you havenôt yet, this is a good chance to think about a 
deliberate approach to some of the important life lessons you need to pass on to the next genera-
tion.  

 My only complaint about the whole program last year was that I didnôt get to do enough teaching.  It 
was fun, the kids were wonderful and I learned more about my faith and myself.   Give it a try! 
        -  Kevin Doyle  

Classrooms  
(HSðHigh School 

Asst. OK)  

 
September  

 
October  

 
November  

 
December  

Threes and Fours  1. Linda Fellows 
2. Laurel Slate 
3. Kathryn Zeugner 

(HS) 
4. Sydnee Over 
5. Open 
 

1. Linda Fellows 
2. Laurel Slate 
3. Kathryn Zeugner 

(HS) 
4. Sydnee Over 
5. OpenðHS 

1. Linda Fellows 
2.  Laurel Slate 
3. Kathryn Zeugner 

(HS) 
1. Sydnee Over 
5.  OpenðHS 

1. Linda Fellows 
2. Laurel Slate 
3. Kathyrn Zeugner 

(HS) 
4. Sydnee Over 
5. OpenðHS 

Kindergarten  1. Aaron Taplin (HS) 
2. Open  
3. Open (HS)  

1.  Aaron Taplin (HS) 
2.  Open  
3.  Open (HS)  

1. Aaron Taplin (HS) 
2. Open  
3. Open (HS)  

1.  Aaron Taplin (HS) 
2.  Open  
3.  Open (HS)  

First/Second 
Grades  

1. Cindy Taplin 
2. Open (HS)  
3. Open (HS)  
4. Open (HS)  

1.  Cindy Taplin 
2.  Open (HS)  
3.  Open (HS)  
4.  Open (HS)  

1. Cindy Taplin 
2. Open (HS)  
3. Open (HS)  
4. Open (HS)  

1.  Cindy Taplin 
2.  Open (HS)  
3.  Open (HS)  
4.  Open (HS)  

Rotation (3 ð6) 
Art/Scripture 
Cooking 
Computer 
 

1. Marva Copeland 
2. Open 
3. Open 

1.  Marva Copeland 
2.  Mary Phelan 
3.  Open 

1. Marva Copeland 
2. Open 
3. Open 
4. Open 

5. 1.  Marva Copeland 
2.  Open 
3.  Open 



 

 

We Are All Called to Continue the Journey  
As I write this, it is the first morning of the Global Village plunge at Heifer Farm with the youth 
group.  I was the first one to rise from bed this morning (no surprise there).  As I walked to the 
shower house, the roosters were crowing, the sun was just beginning to peek through the fog over 
the hills and the morning dew splashed my sandaled feet. Iôve enjoyed a heavenly cup of organic 
coffee while watching goats, birds and even a camel eat their morning breakfast.  And as the kids 
begin to stir and prepare for our first work day on the farm, Iôm thinking how blessed we all are, to 
be here in this moment, at this time, in such a place as this. 
 Itôs easier, I think, to get there, to that place of contemplation, when we are removed from our 
regular routines, open and waiting for the unexpected, with a few more intentionally quiet moments 
added to our day.  Itôs an intimate and vulnerable time, and no matter our age or whether weôre on a 
mission trip, vacation, school trip or conference, weôre surrounded by people who momentarily are 
on a similar path, sharing in the same experiences and conversations.  When we can honor these 
moments with openness, itôs a good thing, because it is these moments that are the gift of the ex-
perience, the nourishment for the soul, and what worship is intended to be. 
 But I wonder ï what can we do to bring these moments into our routines at home, at school, 
at work, too?  Maybe itôs starting the coffee pot or pouring a glass of juice and then committing to 
taking a walk around the yard or block before turning on the TV, reading the newspaper, sitting in 
front of the computer or checking our text messages; or perhaps itôs singing a refrain of our favorite 
hymn or VBS song while showering and dressing for the day; or saying a prayer at every stop sign 
or traffic light we encounter while commuting to work or riding the bus to school; or programming 
our cell phones to be twittered with a daily devotion from www.ucc.org; or just breathing in and out 
with awareness as we stretch and move into the day.  One of our family practices is ñName Three 
Thingsò every morning and evening ï naming at least three things we are most thankful for that par-
ticular day and thanking God for them.  In the end, it isnôt so much as what we do for spiritual prac-
tice as it is that we do it with an open heart. Contemplation, thankfulness, openness - itôs a journey 
that requires courage, true, but at FCW, itôs one we can walk together, encouraging and sharing 
along the way. 
 This day, Iôm blessed to be with our youth.  This September Iôm blessed with old routines and 
new beginnings.   And looking ahead as the Associate Pastor, I am so thankful that we have all 
been called to continue the journey together!     
 
Joyfully, 
Char 

 

Guess Whoôs Bringing Dessert?  
Heywood Broun, an American journalist, once said, ñI doubt whether the 
world holds for anyone a more soul-stirring surprise than the first adventure 
with ice cream.ò  And Iôm all about adventure AND ice cream!  Soédoes 
your family like ice cream?  Or pie?  Or cookies?  Or cake?   
 Well, how about I bring your familyôs favorite dessert to YOUR house 

and weôll share in an adventure together?!  I will be posting 15 weekday and/or weekend dates that 
Iôm available to share dessert with families at an agreed upon time.  This is intended to be a fun and 
relaxed way for me to get to know the first church families and to re-introduce myself to all of you at 
First Church.   
 Want to know more?  Email, call or even send me a message via Facebook!  Want to sign 
up?  Check out the sign-up sheet in Nelson Hall.  Be sure to tell me what your        
favorite dessert is and how many will be attending our dessert time together!  May 
the dessert adventures begin!  
 
Char 
 

http://www.ucc.org


 

 

 

Evening Book Group Announces Fall Book Line -upðOpen to All  
 The First Church Evening Book Group will pick up its discussions once again on Sept. 
15 with Jodi Picoultôs ñHouse Rules,ò a sensitive and moving insight into the lives of one 
family affected by Asperger's Syndrome, of a young man struggling to appear normal in a 
world that is not yet prepared to welcome him as he is. 

 The following monthðOct. 20ðthe group will discuss ñSecrets of Edenò by Chris Bojalian. 
The plot: An abusive husband murders his wife and then kills himself; or is this really what has         
happened? Everybody has an opinion, and several theories and suspects evolve. There is a rush to 
judgment, and a surprise at the end! 
 On Nov. 17, itôs Kathryn Stockettôs ñThe Help,ò a deeply moving, timeless and universal story 
about the social and cultural lines that define our place and time, the ones we abide by and the ones 
we don't. 
 From September through May, save for December, the Evening Book Group gathers on third 
Wednesdays at 7:15 in the Morrell Room and invites those who are interested to join in. If you have        
a favorite book to recommend or would like further information, please call Jan Stevens at (860) 683-
0563. 

Join Cluster 13 Mission Group for Dinner  
Mark your calendars and come join the 2010 Cluster 13 mission group for dinner and a slide show 
presentation on Sunday, October 24 at 6:30 PM.  The 14 youth and 7 adults who attended the         
summerôs youth mission group would like to share their experience with you!  This is the groupôs        
opportunity to thank you for all your support throughout the year and to share with you our stories and 
pictures from the trip.  Come hear about our experience with toilet phalanges, meeting ñBoò and fol-
lowing the Orb, stories from the ñswagginô wagonò, our reunion with Sally and more!  You served us 
with your generous support ï now let us serve you dinner!  A pasta dinner with salad and dessert is 
planned.  Please RSVP as soon as possible, but not later than October 17 so we can prepare for your 
attendance!  Itôs a night of fun and sharing you wonôt want to miss.  
 

Overlook Farm Was Fun and Educational  
For the third year, the First Church youth group and friends returned to Overlook Farm in Rutland, MA 
for an experiential opportunity to explore the prevalence of, root causes and possible solutions to 
global hunger.  We spent our time doing farm chores, working in the garden, handling livestock,           
bartering for food, cooking and sleeping in the Global Village and doing a variety of educational (and 
fun!) learning activities.  Following the four cornerstones that we established (have fun, be respectful 
and honest, use caution and be a team) we learned firsthand the unique way in which Heifer Interna-
tional empowers communities to lift themselves out of poverty. It was fun, educational, and an amaz-
ing way to grow in awareness, appreciation and understanding of other global cultures.  Be sure to 
check out the website www.fcwucc.org for pictures and updates about our trip! A special thank you        
to Charlie Copeland for volunteering to chaperone the trip with Char and the parents who helped with 
transportation. 

First Church Job Transition Group ðAn Update  
The Job Transition Group continues to quietly make a difference to the lives of many participants who 
have lost their jobs in a still very tough economic environment.  Under the aegis of Julie Fewster, 
Randy Clark, Steve Porcaro, Bang Williams and Rick Huleatt, the group meets weekly and shares    
information on a myriad of different topics. Two members who recently were successful in finding new 
employment took time to write and told the group the following:  ñI really enjoyed the camaraderie. 
Conducting a job search in this recession is a long and grueling task but this group really helped with 
sound advice and moral support,ò and ñIn these situations, just talking and listening to others provided 
enough support to help me.ò The group is always accepting new members, so if you know someone 
who could use support, have them call the church office at (860) 688-7229 or just come to a meeting 
which is every Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. in the Morrell Room in the Parish House. 



 

 

 

From our Church School Coordinator  
 Summer time is starting to fade quickly, but given 
this yearôs tract record, Iôm sure the warm weather 
will stay with us for a little while longer. For many of 
us, our family vacations and day trips with the kids 
are all now part of our digital memory package. The 
same memory package that make sharing easier 
thanks to emails, online photo galleries video chat 
and the like. Our kids are growing up in a different 
world and I wonder if one day this technology will 
somehow make them feel more connected to their 
childhood. 
 I like this time of year for a lot of different reasons. 
As a parent, I feel a sense of relief that I somehow 
made it through this long vacation period having the 
kids at home all day, after day, after day. Personally, 
I just like that exciting feeling that sweeps across me 
around this time of year. Regardless of how many 
years itôs been, I think most people still feel it inside 
of us this time of year. After all, most of us need a 
routine of some kind or another, and after a period of 
no routine, most parents and children alike are ready 
to start up something new again. 
 If you ask me this time of year should be the            
official start of the new calendar. Nothing ever feels 
different between December 31 and January 1          
except the date that we write down. The weather is 
the same, the clothes are the same, and peopleôs 
moods are the same. Itôs just same old same old all 
the way around, but if you ask me about August 31 
and September 1 - now, that just feels different. One 
date says to me summer and the other date makes 
me think that its fall. After all, just look at the         
evidence - its everywhere: bright new school clothes, 
school buses on the road in the morning, leaves 
starting to make their eventual change in color,      
childrenôs laughter can be heard on the playgrounds, 
sports on the athletic field, and, most importantly, 
everyone seems to be in just a better mood. Iôve got 
to confess, I think that Iôm falling for fall and the           
return of the new school year. 
 No Faith Quest on September 5, because of the 
long weekend; however, the Parker room will be 
available. Mark your calendar for September 12 
RALLY SUNDAY to be followed by a church picnic 
after the worship service. We will be serving hot-
dogs, chips and salads. Registration of children for 
church school will take place on church lawn starting 
at 9:45 a.m.  
 
Welcome back, 
Helga  

What does it mean to be a Christian  
today?  

 

How can I still be a ñBelieverò in this age of 
doubt and disaster? 

 

Is there any room left for religion in this modern 
science-based world? 

 

What am I doing here? 
 

Is this all there is, or is there something more? 
 

If these or similar questions have been on your 
mind you are the person Iôm hoping will join a 
small group of like-minded folks who want to  
explore how we can make our faith more mean-
ingful.  Please come to a brief exploratory meet-
ing after the coffee hour (letôs say at 11:30) on 
Sunday September 12.  Or, if you canôt make it 
then, give me a call at 860-291-0857, or let Rick 
or Char know youôd be interested in hearing 
more about this opportunity. 
 
Hugh McLean  
 

September Birthdays  
Shaylin Cole 
Riley Cole 
Hudson Berry 
Lucy Formanek 
Jillian Goldberg 
 
 

 

New England Regional Youth Event  
 Kelly Taplin, Coleen Belanger, Cassie           
Copeland and Marva Copeland attended the 
NERYE this summer in Boston and had a         
marvelous time. They did a service event in the 
city, made new friends, attended workshops, 
sang and listened to great music in the chapel 
services.  They all send their grateful thanks for 
the opportunity not only to attend but also to 
learn new things they can bring back to their 
congregation. 
 Regional Youth Events are held every four 
years in the five geographic regions of the 
United Church of Christ. The National Youth 
Event is also held every four years between re-
gional events; the next National Youth Event will 
be celebrated in 2012. 
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Address Service Requested 

the edge 
The First Church in Windsor 
107 Palisado Ave 
Windsor  CT 06095 

107 Palisado Ave., Windsor CT 06095 

Office Hours: 8:30 ð4:30 p.m. (M-F) 

Phone: (860) 688-7229 

Fax: (860) 688-9408 

Email: first.church.windsor@snet.net 

Web: www.fcwucc.org 

Senior Pastor 

RICHARD HANNA HULEATT  

Associate Pastor 

CHARLEEN CORBETT 

Pastor Emeritus 

F. VAN GORDER PARKER 

Music Director/Organist 

MARK D. WATKINS  

Associate Music Director 

VICTOR M. EVANS 

Church Administrator 

MARY PHELAN  

Director, Early Learning Center 

ELLEN MONCHUN  

Church School Coordinator 

HELGA FINLAY  

Church School Assistant 

GARY SAVA 

Treasurer 

AUBREY LOOMIS  

Bookkeeper 

JENNIFER BILODEAU 

Sexton 

MICHAEL HITE  

Custodian  

CHRIS LEVINE  

 

Sunday Church Services 

8:00 a.m.ñCommunion in the Round 

10:00 a.m.ñService 

(beginning September 12) 

Childcare Available 

 

Edge articles should be sent to the church office by email by the 15th of each month. Thank you! 


